
Miss Susan Farrant - Machinist  
Susan Farrant was born on 25th September

1850 at Hamlet Road, Haverhill. Her baptism

took place on 14th October 1850 at St Marys

Church. Whilst she was baptised Susanna

Farrant, she was known as Susan. Her

family links to Haverhill can be traced back

to at least 1720.

Susan died at the White Lodge, Newmarket in

April 1939 and was buried on 5th April 1939 in

Haverhill in the same grave as her mother.

Daniel (IV) said in 1888, “The superior
discipline of the Board Schools is very
beneficial to the whole community. We
teach the hands we take on from
these schools in one quarter of the
time …. The girls from the villages are
not as deft as the Board School girls.”

A quote from Susan's burial report reads "Miss Farrant was employed

at the factory of Messrs D Gurteen for upwards of 60 years. On the

occasion, in April 1920, of the golden wedding of the late Jabez

Gurteen, she was one of a party of 22 employees, each with at least

half-century's service with the firm, who were entertained to a special

luncheon with the celebrations then being carriedout“

For many years before her death Susan worshipped at the Old

Independent Church.

The 1911 census tells us that Susan is

still the sole occupant of 2 Eden

Road which is comprised of just two

rooms. She was still working at

Chauntry Mill as a machinist.

1888 eye witness account:
‘In the largest room of the kind in the country, over
400 sewing machines are at work by steam power,
the machines being fixed on long benches, and large
as the number is, the wide area gives plenty of
elbow room to every worker. In this and adjoining
rooms many cutters and pressers are employed
and it need hardly be said that for the number of
garments turned out here of uniform size and
pattern the cutting out is done by one of the first
machines ever built for that purpose.’

CHAUNTRY MILLS –

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES

Did you know that in 1880 the sewing
machines in Chauntry Mill produced
1,100 stitches per minute?
By 1920 new machines were
producing over 3,000 stitches per
minute.

White’s 1874 Directory tells us that
the town had a large manufactory of
drabbets, in which about 400
weavers are employed. About 2,000
females in the town and surrounding
villages are engaged in making up the
latter article into smock-frocks. The
linen and cotton yarns of which
drabbets are woven are mostly
brought from Leeds and Stockport.

Susan grew up with her mother Sarah, brother

David, grandad James and uncles John,

George and James.

Her grandmother, Susanna and grandfather,

James, were both Farrants before their

marriage but there is no indication that were

related.
Susan's granddad, James, was an

agricultural labourer and the family

home was in Haverhill Hamlet. In

1861 her mother and uncles were all

silk weavers and Susan then aged 11

was possibly assisting her mother

and uncles as she is listed in the

census as a silk winder.

By 1871 Susan had found employment at

Chauntry Mill as a machine hand. By 1891, and

now living at 27 Hamlet Road with her

mother, she was working as a machinist. Her

mother passed away on 7th June 1893 and the

1901 census records that Susan was living

alone at 2 Eden Road and was employed as a

cloth coat machinist.

The sewing room, Chauntry Mills c1880

IN LOVING

MEMORY OF

SARAH FARRANT

WHO DIED JUNE 6TH 1893

AGED 71 YEARS

ALSO HER DAUGHTER

SUSAN FARRANT

WHO DIED APRIL 1ST 1939

AGED 88 YEARS

AT REST


